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Free State premier Ace Magashule and members of the Executive Committee visited the Thabo 

Mofutsanyana District this week to inspect changes and developments brought about by the provincial 

government through Operation Hlasela. 

 

One of the projects entailed the building of 300 RDP houses in Maqhekung Village in QwaQwa. The 

houses are 62m2 in size with two or three bedrooms, an open plan kitchen, a living room, a full 

bathroom with a basin, a ceiling, and a front balcony. 

 

Magashule said people deserve a better life and Operation Hlasela is a way to fast-track the process. 

“Our people deserve to live in better human settlements. They need homes that are comfortable and 

safe. This is what we intend to do during this financial year and beyond.” 
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Magashule added that the Free State is the only province building 50m² RDP houses. “We are setting 

a trend for others to follow. We want to change the way we do things.” 

According to recipient Elisa Dlamini (56), she never imagined that she would be walking down the 

passage to her spacious bedroom. 

 

“After I spent 25 years living in a one-room mud house with my husband and kids, I can now walk in 

my palace down the passage to my bedroom. This is how people should live and it is all thanks to the 

premier who knows how to change people’s lives and care for them.” 

 

Sitting on her new couch, bought by her daughter who worked on the construction site that also built 

her home, Dlamini told the premier that her life and that of her family has changed for the better. 

 

Magashule also visited Diyatalawa farm outside Harrismith, which his government has turned into a 

neighbourhood after building 50 houses, a school, and a sports facility. 

 

“House here are 72m2 to 74m2 in size with different plans. We have realised that our people in rural 

areas suffer because of the conditions they find themselves in and it is sad that as government we 

find people still living under those squalid conditions. 

 

“When we first visited the area as Operation Hlasela, we found about 33 families living in mud houses 

without proper government support. They were suffering and could not even see or understand the 

meaning of freedom in this country.” 

The sports facility built at Diyatalawa is state-of-the-art and a variety of sports can be played there. 

 

“I am happy that I am building a legacy for these poor people. Today they have bathrooms inside their 

houses. Their streets have lighting at night, which is what they dreamt of,” said Magashule. 

 

The one-classroom Majweng Intermediate Farm School was converted into a boarding school with 

ten classrooms and a computer lab. The hostel building is still under construction. “We plan to bring 

pupils from other farming areas to the school next year,” said Magashule. 

 

Palesa Banyane, a teacher at the school, said there are 63 pupils from Grade R to 8. “We have 

everything we hoped for in this school – an artificial sports field where the kids can a play a variety of 

sporting codes during and after school and most importantly our computer lab where they learn 

computer literacy on a daily basis with an Internet connection.” 

Maria Mokgatla (54), who lives with her husband and two grandchildren, could not stop thanking the 

premier for a job well done. According to her, her one-room mud house was ready to cave in at any 

moment. “I do not know how can thank the premier and his entourage for what they have done for us. 

I am now living in a palace of a three-bedroom house.” 

 

Education MEC Tate Makgoe said people living on farms should also enjoy the benefits their urban 

counterparts have. “Education is the key to a better life and a better country. If we invest in the 

education of our children then we are sure to have better future leaders. Farm learners should have 

proper education too and there has been the issue of transport. I can tell now that about 3 000 

learners are covered in that department. 

 

“Here in Diyatalawa there was no hope of better education or a better life but now they are living 

better in better conditions and with better education.” 



 
 

Corporative Governance, Human Settlements and Traditional Affairs MEC Olly Mlamleli asked 

community members to cherish their new houses. 

 

“These are good houses that need to be taken care of. It does not make sense if people plead for 

houses and once are given them they ignore the importance of maintenance hoping that Operation 

Hlasela will come clean their yard for them.” 
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